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 Safety Checklist

It cannot be said too often, or with too much emphasis:  Protecting the workplace and employees from respirable crystalline  
silica – and eventually silicosis – should be one of the most important objectives of every company in the natural stone industry.

Silica Precautions
Exposure to fine particles of silica has been shown to cause silicosis, a serious and sometimes fatal lung disease.  
Employees who inhale fine particles of silica may be at risk of developing this disease. There is no cure for silicosis.  
The only treatment for silicosis is prevention, or avoiding exposure to silica dust. 

The natural stone industry and its vendors have made great strides in this effort to eliminate unseen crystalline silica dust, 
but there is still a long way to go. One of the best methods to reduce the silica dust is through wet cutting and grinding.

Safety Precautions for Workers
In shops that are dry or partially wet, or where only sections of the facility are covered with dust collection  
systems, these precautions should be taken to minimize exposure to crystalline silica:

Do 
 ¨ Be aware of the hazards of inhaling silica dust. 

 ¨ Use an air monitoring system to ensure the PEL  
is not exceeded.

 ¨ Always wear a respirator when the need for one is indicated.

 ¨ Be sure your respirator fits properly and has been  
maintained properly.

 ¨ Use water or wet vacs to clean up dust —  
never compressed air.

 ¨ Wear washable or disposable work clothes.

 ¨ Wash hands and face before eating, drinking or  
smoking outside of dusty areas.

 ¨ Always shower, if possible, and change to street clothes before leaving the work area.

 ¨ Park cars where they will not be contaminated with silica and other substances.

 ¨ Always report any symptoms of silicosis.

 ¨ Limit your exposure to the workplace. When you take silica dust home, you contaminate your house and your car.   
You will be exposing your family to crystalline silica dust as well.

Don’t 
 ¨ Ignore silica warning signs.

 ¨ Work without a respirator when silica exceeds PELs.

 ¨ Eat, drink, smoke, or apply cosmetics in areas that contain crystalline silica.

 ¨ Eat, drink, smoke, or apply cosmetics after silica exposureuntil you have washed your face and hands.

 ¨ Smoke if you are exposed to crystalline silica on the job.

The information herein is provided by MIA+BSI as a general summary for use in job site toolbox talks and is provided to augment and not substitute for or replace required training under any applicable 
local, state or federal workplace statute, law or regulation. It is the user’s responsibility to ensure this content is consistent with job site requirements and applicable statutes, laws or regulations prior  
to use and make any required additions or changes.
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Special Safety Procedures for Consumers
(Source: Safety in the Stone Business Technical Module, 2011, MIA)

Check LIst
Identifying the special safety procedures needed when consumers are present; think about it: a stone shop,  
showroom, warehouse or yard is hazardous for trained employees, imagine the hazard to unsuspecting customers!  
Here is a primary check list for establishing safety precautions to protect consumers:

 ¨ Make sure all racks are designed for weights they will be  
holding and follow industry standards for bracing materials  
on A-frames and other storage racks.

 ¨ Never overload an A-frame or rack. 

 ¨ If high winds are a possibility, all outside slab storage  
should be secured accordingly.

 ¨ Slabs should not be stored in a showroom if they pose  
a danger to customers. Showroom samples should be small 
enough so they are not dangerous.

 ¨ Many shops do not allow customers into the production area.  
If your company does, make sure customers are outfitted with hard hats and safety glasses.

 ¨ Keep customers a safe distance from overhead lifting equipment.

 ¨ Never allow customers to be in your shop or outdoor storage area without a designated escort at all times.  
That means customers should never be left alone.  

 ¨ Children should be closely supervised and not allowed to run around. Some companies have play rooms  
to help amuse children while their parents are inspecting stone slabs.

 ¨ Only designated employees with specific training in slab handling should handle materials when 
 customers are present.

 ¨ Warn customers to stay a good distance from forklift trucks.

If you follow these and other overall safety  
precautions in your place of business,  
the kind of tragedy that struck the Moeller  
family in Florida can be avoided.

The information herein is provided by MIA+BSI as a general summary for use in job site toolbox talks and is provided to augment and not substitute for or replace required training under any applicable 
local, state or federal workplace statute, law or regulation. It is the user’s responsibility to ensure this content is consistent with job site requirements and applicable statutes, laws or regulations prior  
to use and make any required additions or changes.



Loading and Unloading Trucks with A-Frame Supports 
Refer to sign-in sheet for attendees (note: a separate meeting should be held with all absent employees). 

1. Overview:
The following slab-handling safety guidelines have been developed to ensure the safe loading and unloading of stone 
slab A-Frame supports on flatbed trucks. When used in tandem with your own company’s operating and safety  
procedures they can help safeguard your well-being and protect other workers and customers who visit your facility.

2. Loading a Flatbed Truck with A-Frame Supports:   
 • When loading a flatbed truck with an A-frame, there should be a spotter on the ground and on the truck.

 • The spotter on the bed of the truck should use a means fall protection to prevent a fall from the truck bed.

 • The A-frame must be checked prior to loading to ensure it is securely fastened to the truck bed.

 • Slabs should be loaded in rotation face-to-face and then back-to-back and so forth. 

 • Slabs should always be loaded onto the A-frame in a decreasing height series to prevent breaking.  
The tallest slabs should always be on the inside.

 • When strapping slabs down on an A-frame, carpet scraps can be used to protect the slabs from rubbing  
against the nylon straps. 

 • Belly straps are placed around the slabs first, to make them secure to the A-frame. Then, the slabs in the A-frame 
are fastened to the truck using four-inch straps that originate on the rail of the truck, go over the top of the slabs  
and terminate at the other rail. Placement of the straps should be next to the uprights of the A-frame. 

 • The actual number of straps required varies from state to state. Consult your state’s DOT for specific regulations.

3. Unloading: 
 • Use spotters to guide the slab at all times, one on the truck and one on the ground. 

 • The spotter on the bed of the truck should use a means fall protection to prevent a fall from the truck bed.

 • When using a boom to unload slabs from an A-frame, outriggers on the truck must be secured. 

 • Place the boom into position above the bundles before unstrapping them. 

 • Put the cables around the bundle, secure the ends into the hook and lift the bundle from the A-frame.  
Once the bundle clears the bed of the truck it is lowered to 8-10 inches off the ground before moving to  
an A-frame on the ground.  

 • When transporting a load of slabs across the warehouse/yard attached to the boom, be sure to drive in reverse  
to have clear field of vision (If you travel forward the boom & the slabs block your vision of your route and spotter).

4. Discussion: 
 • Review your company’s slab handling policy. 

 • Are you loading slabs face-to-face and back-to-back?

Continued on Next Page
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6. RECAP/REVIEW: 
 • When do you need a spotter? Loading? Unloading? 

 • How many spotters are needed? 

 • Do you load the tallest slabs first?

7. Reminder: 
 • Safety is the responsibility of both management and employees!  
 
Next Safety Meeting is scheduled for ____________________ and the topic will be ____________________.

Take Exam / Review Results

The information herein is provided by MIA+BSI as a general summary for use in job site toolbox talks and is provided to augment and not substitute for or replace required training under any applicable 
local, state or federal workplace statute, law or regulation. It is the user’s responsibility to ensure this content is consistent with job site requirements and applicable statutes, laws or regulations prior  
to use and make any required additions or changes.



Compressed Air Safety 
Refer to sign-in sheet for attendees (note: a separate meeting should be held with all absent employees). 

1. Overview:
Compressed air as it name implies is gas under pressure. If used improperly, compressed air poses several hazards  
and can even cause death.

2. Precautions:
 There are several guidelines to follow before grabbing an air hose: 

 • Compressed air lines should be marked to identify its contents and pressure rating (pounds per square inch or psi).  

 • Before connecting to a pipeline, verify its contents. 

 • Compressed air pipelines including fittings, connectors, pressure regulators and hoses must be rated for maximum 
pressure of the supply compressor. 

 • Supply shutoff valves should be located (as nearly as possible) to the point of operation.

 • Hoses should be kept clean and free of grease and oil to prevent hose deterioration.

 • Hoses should not be strung across floors or aisles where they may cause people to trip and fall or be damaged by 
mobile equipment. When possible, air supply hoses should be suspended overhead or otherwise located to afford 
efficient access and protection against damage.

 • Hose ends must be secured to prevent whipping if an accidental cut or break occurs.

 • Pneumatic-impact tools, such as riveting guns, should never be pointed at a person.

 • Before a pneumatic tool is disconnected, unless it has quick-disconnect plugs, the air supply must be turned off  
at the control valve and the tool should be bled.

 • Never use compressed air for cleaning your clothing or skin. This has the potential to cause a serious injury  
and even death, for example an air embolism.

 • Compressed air can blow materials into the eye or cause other serious eye injuries.

 • Use water or vacuum for cleaning stone dust.  In situations where water or vacuum are not available and  
compressed air is sued for cleaning, the pressure should be regulated to 15 psi unless equipped with properly 
 engineered diffuser nozzles.

 • Static electricity can be generated through the use of pneumatic tools. This type of equipment must be grounded  
or bonded if it is used where fuel, flammable vapors or explosive atmospheres are present.

 • Compressed air is expensive to generate, so pneumatic equipment should be shutoff when not in use and system 
leaks should be immediately repaired.

 • Compressed air system components including piping, valves, accumulators, regulators, hoses and attachments  
must be properly engineered and rated for use with compressed air. 

 • Compressed air system components must be frequently inspected to ensure their integrity. Hoses, connector and 
attachments should be inspected prior to each use.

3. Discussion: 
 • Review your company policy on compressed air safety.

 • Who is responsible for compressed air safety?

 • Identify areas for improvement in using compressed air.

Continued on Next Page 
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4.  RECAP/REVIEW: 
 • When should check a hose for cuts, kinks, nicks or other deterioration?

 • What do you need to do before disconnecting an air tool (unless it has quick-disconnect plugs)?

 • When is it OK to dust off your body or clothing with air? 

5. Reminder: 
 • Safety is the responsibility of both management and employees!  
 
Next Safety Meeting is scheduled for ____________________ and the topic will be ____________________.

Take Exam / Review Results

The information herein is provided by MIA+BSI as a general summary for use in job site toolbox talks and is provided to augment and not substitute for or replace required training under any applicable 
local, state or federal workplace statute, law or regulation. It is the user’s responsibility to ensure this content is consistent with job site requirements and applicable statutes, laws or regulations prior  
to use and make any required additions or changes.


