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A very positive 2013 for exports of Italian marble and granite 
The industry achieved a trade balance of over 1.5 billion Euros: +10% on 2012. Increase in exports of 
finished marble products (+4.4% in quantity and +10.6% in value). U.S. market still experiencing 
significant growth: +22% in quantity and +27.5% in value. 

Carrara, 14 March 2014 
In the course of 2013 Italy exported 4,271,962 tons of stone materials (marble and granite, travertine and stone, both raw 
materials and finished products) for a total value of 1,932,320,029 Euros, showing an increase in quantity of 2.24 % and 
an increase in value of 6.73% (Table 1) on 2012.  

This is announced by the Internazionale Marmi e Macchine Carrara whose research office systematically processes the 
data supplied by Istat, comparing it with past data and the results of economic research and specific studies aimed at 
identifying excellence and the potential of the industry on a national and international level.  

Table 1   ITALY- ALL COUNTRIES EXPORTS 

  2012 2013 % 2013/2012 

January-December 2012-2013 Tons Euros Tons Euros % Qty. % Val. 

MARBLE BLOCKS AND SLABS 1.379.794 305.079.394 1.415.594 331.303.793 2,59 8,6 

GRANITE BLOCKS AND SLABS 158.792 40.928.420 151.235 39.985.495 -4,76 -2,3 

FINISHED MARBLE PRODUCTS 885.119 815.221.431 924.425 901.681.362 4,44 10,61 

FINISHED GRANITE PRODUCTS 599.101 548.785.330 583.445 558.378.765 -2,61 1,75 

OTHER FINISHED STONE PRODUCTS 147.989 34.256.168 136.369 33.159.009 -7,85 -3,2 

SubTOT Blocks, slabs and finished 
products 3.170.795 1.744.270.743 3.211.067 1.864.508.424 1,27 6,89 

CHIPS AND POWDERS 993.520 56.911.325 1.047.196 58.499.953 5,4 2,79 

SubTOT with chips and powders 4.164.315 1.801.182.068 4.258.263 1.923.008.377 2,26 6,76 

RAW SLATE 3.908 1.902.452 3.613 1.714.203 -7,55 -9,9 

FINISHED SLATE 9.252 6.775.473 9.278 7.031.585 0,29 3,78 

PUMICE STONE 784 561.281 807 565.864 2,97 0,82 

Total 4.178.259 1.810.421.274 4.271.962 1.932.320.029 2,24 6,73 

SOURCE: ISTAT; PROCESSING:  IMM Carrara  

Analysis of the national statistics shows that the average unit value of exports of the industry in 2013 amounted to 452.3 
Euros per ton, an increase of 4.4% compared to 2012. Considering only quality materials (marble and granite blocks, 
slabs and finished products), the average unit value is 580.6 Euros per ton, therefore an increase of 5.5%. The result can 
be attributed in particular to the significant increase in exports of finished marble that recorded a +4.4% in quantity and a 
+10.6% in value. In 2013 Italy exported 924,425 tons of finished marble for a total value of 901.6 million Euros, 
returning to the values of the early 2000s (see chart).  



INTERNAZIONALE 
MARMI E MACCHINE 
CARRARA S.p.A.  

Page 2 

Exports of marble blocks and slabs also continued to grow in both quantity and value, with 1.4 million tons of marble 
blocks and slabs for the total value of 331 million Euros, representing a 2.6% increase in quantity and an 8.6% increase in 
value compared to 2012. 

"These figures are certainly positive and, in some markets, such as the United States, particularly striking, especially if 
considered in the light of a 2013 which was certainly not brilliant for the national economy. The natural stone industry - 
says the IMM Carrara Chairman, Fabio Felici - has shown a countertrend thanks to the companies’ capacity to work on 
the international markets autonomously due to the availability of unique materials such as marble and the quality of the 
processing sector that is highly professional and enjoys strong business relationships with high-end customers. The 
operators hope that the positive trend of foreign markets will soon be accompanied by a recovery of the domestic market, 
which has clearly reflected the difficulties of the national economy and the substantial standstill of the building industry for 
some time. We will have the opportunity to reflect on these elements, which are very complex, during the next Carrara 
Marmotec due to be held from 21 to 24 May with a very detailed conference programme that also includes the 
presentation of the Stone Sector. This is the annual statistics publication by the Internazionale Marmi e Macchine 
Carrara which, by looking at export figures between the individual countries, gives insight as to the trends underway and 
those emerging.” 

  

 

Values of marble finished product exports: Source: ISTAT, Processing: IMM Carrara  

 

As regards granite exports, the negative trend continued throughout 2013 for quantities, while there was an increase of 
1.75% in the value of finished product exports that reached 558.4 million Euros. The first market for the Italian stone 
industry is the US market, which in 2013 absorbed 231,321 tons of high quality materials for a total value of nearly 363 
million Euros, an increase compared to 2012 of 22% in quantity and a good 27.5% in value (Table 2). 

 

 

 

Table 2;   ITALY - USA EXPORTS 
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  2012 2013 % 2013/2012 

January-December 2012-2013 Tons Euros Tons Euros % Q.ty % Val. 

MARBLE BLOCKS AND SLABS 3.551 3.775.865 3.771 3.930.282 6,19 4,09 

GRANITE BLOCKS AND SLABS 1.296 1.366.143 1.415 1.480.103 9,14 8,34 

FINISHED MARBLE PRODUCTS 105.028 168.826.591 129.607 220.278.555 23,4 30,48 

FINISHED GRANITE PRODUCTS 79.401 110.178.847 96.168 136.642.502 21,12 24,02 

OTHER FINISHED STONE PRODUCTS 325 280.798 361 372.042 11,2 32,49 

SubTOT Blocks, slabs and finished 
products 189.601 284.428.244 231.321 362.703.484 22 27,52 

CHIPS AND POWDERS 3.157 824.667 2.668 788.183 -15,49 -4,42 

SubTOT with chips and powders 192.758 285.252.911 233.990 363.491.667 21,39 27,43 

RAW SLATE 21 17.191 0 0 -100 -100 

FINISHED SLATE 493 443.803 456 457.033 -7,54 2,98 

PUMICE STONE 0 0 2 13.069 0 0 

Total 193.272 285.713.905 234.448 363.961.769 21,3 27,39 

SOURCE: ISTAT; PROCESSING:  IMM Carrara  

There was, however, a decline in exports to Germany. Although it remained the leading market in terms of volume 
(217,500 tons of high quality materials for 150 million Euros), it recorded a reduction of its imports from Italy of 10.5% in 
quantity and value compared to 2012 and seems to turn more and more to China for its supplies.  

The third largest market for Italian stone is China to which more than 533,000 tons of quality materials were exported 
to the tune of 134 million Euros (of which 107 million of marble blocks and slabs), an increase compared to 2012 of 8, 
2% in quantity and 12.8% in value. 

Exports to North Africa continued with a clear revival in Tunisia and Libya. In 2013, North Africa absorbed 450,600 tons 
of high quality materials to the value of 93.5 million Euros and an increase of 2.3% in quantity and 15.5% in value 
compared to the previous year. 

Exports to the Middle East also grew, with 469,600 tons of Italian marble and granite for a value of 255.5 million 
Euros, an increase of 3.7% in quantity and 10.3% in value. Qatar stood out with values of exports almost tripling, from 17 
million in 2012 to 49 million in 2013, while quantities almost doubled from 24,600 tons to more than 48,000 tons. 

Very different was the situation as regards imports, though, which registered a decrease compared to 2012.  

In fact, in 2013, Italy imported 1.390,880 tons of stone materials (mostly raw materials) for a value of 373,564,569 Euros, 
representing a decrease, compared to 2012, of 6.67% in quantity and 5.42% in value (Table 3). This decline is particularly 
due to the reduction in imports of raw granite, which still represent about half the value of imports of the industry. For some 
years now, however, raw granite imports have been showing a declining trend, reflecting a crisis in the granite sector 
further highlighted by the ever-increasing specialization of the industry in finished marble. This is also confirmed by the 
growth of imports of marble blocks and slabs in both quantity (0.9%) and value (5.3%), purchased mainly from 
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Turkey, Croatia and Namibia. Turkey, in 2013, supplied more than 29,000 tons of marble blocks and slabs for a value of 9 
million Euros, an increase of 3% in quantity and 5.7% in value. Imports of limestone from Croatia and Namibia are 
increasingly significantly. In 2013, almost 60,000 tons of marble were imported from Croatia for a value of 8.6 million 
Euros: +54% in volume and +47.5% in value, while Italian imports from Namibia stood at over 15,000 tons of marble 
blocks and slabs (+30%) for a  value of 8.2 million Euros (+37.3%). 

Table 3   ITALY – ALL COUNTRIES IMPORTS 

  2012 2013 % diff.2013/2012 

January-December 2012-2013 Tons Euros Tons Euros % Q.ty' % Val. 

MARBLE BLOCKS AND SLABS 317.628 80.312.754 320.445 84.578.155 0,89 5,31 

GRANITE BLOCKS AND SLABS 726.103 175.711.770 666.160 168.689.525 -8,26 -4 

FINISHED MARBLE PRODUCTS 77.750 36.204.827 74.361 37.757.121 -4,36 4,29 

FINISHED GRANITE PRODUCTS 143.664 61.902.457 129.801 53.370.063 -9,65 -13,78 

OTHER FINISHED STONE PRODUCTS 94.010 14.140.190 73.008 10.322.228 -22,34 -27 

SubTOT Blocks, slabs and finished 
products 1.359.155 368.271.998 1.263.775 354.717.092 -7,02 -3,68 

CHIPS AND POWDERS 55.924 7.744.241 51.051 4.463.909 -8,71 -42,36 

SubTOT with chips and powders 1.415.078 376.016.239 1.314.826 359.181.001 -7,08 -4,48 

RAW SLATE 52.330 7.253.360 54.390 6.993.361 3,94 -3,58 

FINISHED SLATE 17.136 10.312.288 14.945 5.961.320 -12,78 -42,19 

PUMICE STONE 5.789 1.382.896 6.719 1.428.887 16,06 3,33 

Total 1.490.333 394.964.783 1.390.880 373.564.569 -6,67 -5,42 
SOURCE: ISTAT; PROCESSING:  IMM Carrara  

Tables and statistics may only be reproduced and published quoting the source. 
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